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PROSPEROUS       PEORIA 


*  J  KPILATIOM  OP  V1S1  lowing     prosperous 

X     •'■    ri»  a.t  it  is  today,  is  presented  with  the  hope 
that  it  •will  be  treasured  as  a  symbol  of  what   P< 
means  to  those  who  best;  and  at  the  same  time 

■  instructive  and  of  interest  to  those  who  may  in 
future  be  attrac  •$  progress. 

Peoria  offers  everything  that  the  city  dweller 
could  desire.  Big  enough  to  serve  you  with  modern  con- 
veniences, modern  necessities,  modern  merchan d 
small  enough  to  allow  the  city  man  to  have  breathing 
space  and  a  garden  in  his  city-home  yard.  Small 
enough  so  that  the  man  on  his  rural  acre  can  drr 
the  heart  of  the  city  in  a  few  minutes;  large  enough  to 
command  respect  and  consideration. 

•:ng  an  area  of  ten  square  miles,  at  an  alti- 
tude of  500  :  ria  enjoys  a  climate  which  insures 
the  best  of  health,  and  at  the  same  time  indulgence  in 
all  forms  of  sports  and  recreation,  both  summer  and 
win1 

In  the  heart  of  the  richest  agricultural  and  live- 
stock producing  area  in  the  world,  Peoria  is  the  center 
of  activity  in  the  marketing  of  livestock  and  farm  pro- 
duce and  the  preparation  of  these  products  for  con- 
sumption.    To  provide  the  fuel  for  this  manufacturing 

us  well  as  shipping  activities,  which  mu> 
sue.  Peoria    has  more  than   100  coal  mines  in  the  im- 
mediate surrounding  territ. 


D  railroads  provide  rail  transportation  facil- 
■  for  iV-oria.    The  city  is  situated  half 
Chicago  and  St.  Louis  on  the  famous  Chicago-St.  Louis 
scenic    highway    which   affords  motorists  a  most  corn- 
it  trip  of  88 
roadway  and  through  the  beautiful  Illinois  river  vail' 

Illinois  river  steamers  provide  both  freight  and 
passenger  service  from  Peoria  north  to  La  Salle  and 
south  to  St.  Louis  and  the  Mississippi  river  Peoria  also 
holds  a  vantage  point  on  the  proposed  "Lakes  to  the 
gulf"  deep  waterway,  which,  if  built,  will  give  dir 
billing  faciliti-  .ins  and  the  Atlantic  sea- 

board. 

Peoria  has  a  distinct  advantage  in  the  matter  of 
freight  rates.  It  enjoys  relative  rates  to  all  parts  of  the 
Un  that    enable    it    to    compete    favorably 

Peoria  is  a  so-called  "rate  breaking  point",  which  en- 
ables adjustments,  w  hen  necessary,  to  be  made  with  the 
least  possible  delay.  Peoria  is  an  ideal  switching  term- 
inal, large  enough  to  give  fast  freight  service  in  all  di- 
rections and  small  enough  to  prevent  congestion  and 
delay. 

Because  of  accessibility  of  coal  and  electric  p. 

ria  can  compete  with  other  cities  for  industries.  An 
unlimited  supply  of  water,  averaging  55  degrees  tem- 
perature   is   another    reason    why    industries    look    to 

ria. 


There  is  no  city  in  the  country  the  size  of  Peoria 
where  labor  and  production  are  on  a  more  even  basis. 
The  manufacturer  in  Peoria  can  look  forward  to  unin- 
terrupted business  and  labor  can  see  a  full  year  of 
steady  income. 

There  is  but  one  city  in  the  United  States  that  has 
a  larger  per  capita  wealth  than  the  city  of  Peoria. 
There  are  105,000  shoppers  within  a  trade  area  of  six 
miles  who  spend  $75,000,000  annually.  There  is  a  buy- 
ing power  of  $732  per  capita  for  these  buyers  against 
$172  in  Chicago,  and  Peoria  homes  having  annual  in- 
comes of  $1800  are  31  percent  of  the  total,  compared 
to  13  percent  in  the  United  States  as  a  whole. 

Peoria  has  5  national  and  8  state  and  savings 
banks,  30  grade  schools,  in  a  constant  state  of  improve- 
ment, 4  high  schools,  8  parochial  schools,  2  colleges,  2 
public  libraries,  99  churches,  5  hospitals,  10  parks,  3 
golf  courses,  2  auto  tourist  camps,  one  aviation  land- 
ing field,  one  recreation  center  of  large  proportions,  12 
theatres,  17  clubs  and  a  hotel  capacity  for  4,000  guests. 

Peoria  is  the  center  of  manufacturing  for  many 
nationally  advertised  products,  and  in  all  produces, 
manufactures  and  markets  more  than  60  different  pro- 
ducts. 

Peoria's  city  water  is  obtained  from  artesian  wells 
of  pure  water,  which  is  untreated  chemically  and 
passes  the  rigid  government  standard.  Peoria's  cost  of 
living  is  lower,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  food  pro- 


ducts and  the  fact  that  building  supplies  ran  be  pro- 
cured at  lower  cost,  which  is  due  in  part  to  its  favor- 
able railroad  rates  and  the  fact  that  it  is  on  a  direct 
route  to  the  large  markets. 

Peoria  is  a  city  of  churches  and  culture.  Its  educa- 
tional advantages  are  many,  both  in  point  of  prepara- 
tory schools  and  in  higher  education.  Bradley  Polytech- 
nic Institute  is  one  of  the  highest  grade  minor  co-edu- 
cational colleges  in  the  country.  It  confers  the  A.  B.  and 
B.  S.  degrees  and  has  24  regular  departments  to  offer 
its  students  besides  eleven  lines  of  vocational  training. 

Peoria 'spublic.  libraries  offer  collections  fifty  per- 
cent larger  than  any  other  city  approximating  its  size. 
Its  Art  Institute  is  a  mecca  for  connoisseurs. 

Peoria  has  three  golf  courses,  the  Peoria  Country 
Club,  Mt.  Hawley  Country  Club  and  the  Madison  Park 
Municipal  course. 

Peoria's  parks  and  drives,  an  inspiration  to  every 
visitor  to  the  city,  equal  anything  in  natural  beauty, 
architectural  design  and  floral  art  in  the  country  east 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Many  hundred  acres  in  their 
natural  state  are  given  over  to  parks.  Among  the  larg- 
est parks  are  Bradley,  Glenn  Oak,  South  and  Madison 
parks.  Grand  View  Drive,  skirting  the  scenic  hills  over- 
hanging the  Illinois  river  valley,  and  running  up  from 
the  Chicago-St.  Louis  highway,  is  accounted  by  many 
as  the  equal  of  the  Hudson  river  drives  in  natural 
beauty. 
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